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We have once again turned the corner into a new membership year. >,
Numbers of our WWII members, with their distinctive energy and
passion, are growing thinner. We must enthusiastically commit
ourselves to walking the talk of “Veterans Serving Veterans.” This is
not solely accomplished through an increase in membership, but as
Terry Jelinek so aptly states, “retaining and increasing the |

participation of our current members.” Quantity does not beget

performance. Come, look, at our tables set up at every monthly
meeting, and the people that now come. There are some younger (?) ones. Ah ha, the Vietnam
era vets are on board because the Vets that are supporting
|{ our benefits have participated in change and we are
. working on more, both in the community, state, and nation.
WE ARE THE SUCCESSORS of their legacy We do not
,ask for specifics to get in the door, i.e.. your SSN. Only

willingness to be a voice for future, younger, and older

Veterans.

¥
“What are the last four digits of your Social Securiy CUTTENt projects are: the Korean Era Veterans Memorial

Ceremony, scheduled for October, Flag etiquette and
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history classes at the Junior Highs beginning in September
and monthly dinners beginning in September. Come join us and you will become the legacy!
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Hi everyone. Can you believe how fast this summer is going?

I have several plans for our membership program this year that | wish to get
final approval for at the Trustees next meeting. As | said in last months
letter, 1 know that it is good to get new members and transfers into our Post
so that it remains vibrant and continues to grow but, the most important part
of our organization is it’s current membership. In order to get our membership at 100% and
maintain that level, | hope to be able to offer several new incentives for paying your annual
dues early (by early I mean by December 25, 2010). | hope to be able to unveil this program at
the August meeting so that it may go into effect Sept. 1, 2010. This newsletter will be out prior
to the August meeting. | think that this incentive will be both good for the continuous members
and certainly for the Post. If approved | will be sending complete information along with my
first dues renewal reminder in early September..

If anyone is having a problem maintaining your membership due to our present economic times,
please let me know now so I can work with you and assist in any way | can.

If you have any questions about membership, our Post or the Legion in general please feel free
to give me a call or drop me an email. Remember, membership is the lifeblood of any
organization and | for one believe that this organization is well worth keeping the blood

flowing. WE DO MAKE A DIFFERNCE!

EARLY BIRD DRAWING

In the next couple of weeks or so all of the Post 43 members that pay their dues
annually will be receiving the first notice for dues for the year 2011. (Yep,
2011, as the Legion is on the July to June fiscal year).

Again this year, we would encourage you to pay your dues early as we are

offering you the opportunity to win getting your dues Paid Up for Life (PUFL). All you have
to do is pay your dues on the first notice and have it received by the Post before September 11,
2010.

If your dues are paid before the due date of Sept. 11, your name will be placed in “the hat” and
one Early bird dues paying member’s name will be drawn out at the September 18 Dinner and
Social as the winner of a Paid up for Life membership. For those members who are already
Paid Up for Life, there will be a special drawing with all your names in a “different hat” to win
a special prize.

—Continued on page 6 —
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The Korean War started on June 25", 1950 and ended July 27", 1953

16 Nations sent forces to fight in the Korean War

The Korean War marks the beginning of the Cold War

The median age of Korean War Veterans is 76 years

6.8 million served on active duty during this time period

Fewer than 21% of Korean War Era Veterans are associated with any

reunion or military association.

One of the first jets, the F-86 Sabre, was used during the War

MASH (Mobile Army Surgical Hospitals) began being used during the Korean War.
The MASH units saved thousands of lives. Once a soldier got to a MASH unit he had
a 97% chance of survival.

There remains 8,031 US Soldiers still MIA from the Korean War

held at Naperville North High School. Mark your calendar now so you | /%

can plan to be part of this event.  Stay tuned for more in upcoming §

newsletters!!!! L T

; Our next meeting for the Korean War Era Ceremony Committee is
Musi 1| n'n'1-|_ Sat., August 7th at

SRSl 8:30 AM at the VFW

630-240-8868

Happy 220th Birthday US Coast Guard

August 4, 2010
Two hundred and twenty years ago Alexander Hamilton led the Congress in
authorizing the construction of 10 vessels to enforce tariff and trade laws, prevent smuggling
and protect the collection of federal revenue. Today, the Coast Guard carries out a wide range
of duties with a fleet of more than 2,000 ships and boats, as well as helicopters and airplanes.

With more than 250,000 square miles of territorial waters

and 12,000 miles of coastline under U.S. control, keeping

our shores protected is a daunting responsibility. Yet the [
men and women of the United States Coast Guard, the g
smallest branch of the military, embrace the challenge and £
rise to meet it with pride. '
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Aug 2, 2010
Aug 4, 2010
Aug 5, 2010
Aug 14, 2010
Aug 15, 2010
Aug 21, 2010
Aug 22, 2010
Aug 30, 2010

Sept 2, 2010
Sept 6, 2010
Sept 8, 2010
Sept 11, 2010
Sept 11, 2010
Sept 15, 2010
Sept 18, 2010
Sept 18, 2010
Sept 18, 2010

October 4, 2010
October 7, 2010
October 9, 2010
October 12, 2010
October 13, 2010
October 13, 2010

October 16, 2010
October 16, 2010
October 17, 2010

AMERICAN LEGION POST 43 CALENDAR

Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Saturday

Deadline for Sept 2010 Newsletter Submissions

Saturday
Sunday
Monday

Thursday
Monday
Wednesday
Saturday
Saturday

Deadline for Oct 2010 Newsletter Submissions

Saturday
Saturday
Saturday

Monday
Thursday
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday

Saturday
Saturday
Sunday

Trustee Meeting

US Coast Guard Birthday
Post Meeting

10 AM Coffee at Devonshire

10 AM Coffee at Independence Village
DuPage County Installation of Officers
Trustee Meeting

Post Meeting

Labor Day

County Mtg - Downers Grove
10 AM Coffee at Devonshire
9-11 Memorial Services

10 AM Coffee at Independence Village
Dinner/Social & Installation of Officers
US Air Force Birthday

Trustee Meeting
Post Meeting o
10 AM Coffee at Devonshire
Hines VA Visit

County Meeting-Wheaton
U.S. Navy Birthday

Dinner Social
10 AM Coffee at Independence Village
Korean Era Ceremony NNHS

SICIK CALL
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—Early Bird Drawing —Continued from p.2—

As membership is an important part of any
organization and Post 43 is no different, we are
attempting to be a 100% Post before Veteran’s
Day, November 11", There are rewards given to
the Posts accomplishing this task from the
National and Department Legion and that is what
we are trying to accomplish. We need your help
to achieve this goal, first by paying your dues
early, and second to help recruit new members,
especially those currently serving or just finishing
their military career. 2

The August dates are:

Aug 14 — Devonshire
Aug 21 — Independence Village

The contest winners need not be 5 )

present at the September Dinner " L/ ) %
and Social but wouldn’t it be great
to be there and hear your name %
announced as the winner. , b

Cantigny Park and Cantigny Golf Introduce Benefits Program for Vets
“Honor Club’> membership is free to all military service members and veterans

Honor Club, a complimentary program that awards special benefits to active-duty military personnel
and veterans. Honor Club was introduced during “Rockin’ For the Troops” benefit concert, July 17,
2010, at Cantigny Park

Members of Honor Club receive a generous discount on green fees at Cantigny Golf and free parking at
Cantigny Park. The program also includes 10% off in Cantigny’s restaurants and shops, and advance
notification of special events.

There is no charge for Honor Club membership, but registration is required. Applicants simply fill
out a short form and return it to Cantigny along with a photocopy of credentials confirming active-duty
or veteran status. A personalized Honor Club card is then created and mailed to the applicant. The non-
transferrable cards carry no expiration date, but membership benefits may change from year to year.

The Honor Club application form may be downloaded at Cantigny.org, CantignyGolf.com or
FirstDivisionMuseum.org. Forms are also available for pick up at Cantigny Park (V|5|tors Center, First
Division Museum or parking booth) and at Cantigny Golf in the pro shop. :

For more information, visit CantignyGolf.com.
Media Contact:

Jeff Reiter

Cantigny/McCormick Foundation

630 260 8218 JReiter@McCormickFoundation.org
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@* Going forward, I'm very enthused about our upcoming

year. Summer has a way of flying by and so | hope

P — everyone is enjoying the summer months. And though it's

L been pretty hot here at times, | can't help but think of how

' ? Very Hot it must be for our troops in both Iraq and

- Afghanistan. The Sacrifices they are making and The
gl N Great Work they are doing are an inspiration for us all.

Let us always keep the troops and their families in our
thoughts and prayers.

SAVE THE DATE...

WI t" Our first dinner social will be on September 18. This will

th Mike Mcara be our first dinner for the year as well as the Installation
n v,'ce commande of our Post Officers and we are beginning to make plans
for the dinner and entertainment. We will greatly
appreciate your help and will be asking for your
assistance especially in regard to letting us know if you
will be coming. Please remember it is very important for
us to get an accurate headcount so we don't order too
much...wasteful ! or too little...and not have the right
amount to feed everyone! One area in which we
specifically would need your help is for "Legion Callers"
so please keep this in mind.

I'm very much looking forward to meeting everyone and
getting to know our members. We have a Great Post and
I hope to serve you well.

Naperville American Legion Post #43 was chartered
on August 1%, 1920 with 126 Veterans signing as
charter members of Naperville Post 43 in the State
of Illinois.
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THE AMERICAN LEGION, DEPARTMENT OF
ILLINOIS

DU PAGE COUNTY INSTALLATION OF
OFFICERS FOR 2010-2011

On Sunday, August 22" Naperville Post 43 will host the 2010-
2011 Du Page County Installation of Officers at Judd Kendall VFW
Post 3873, 908 West Jackson, Naperville, IL. The Social Hour will begin at 3pm; Dinner at
4pm; with the Installation to follow. The dinner will feature Prime Rib prepared by the
Kendall Cooks. This Installation will be conducted by Department of Illinois Commander,
Richard Groharing and he will be assisted by Past Department Chaplain, Len Prescott, and
2" Division Past Commander, Paul Gardner.

At this Ceremony Bob Bohr, Post 43 Past Commander will be
installed as the Du Page County Commander. Bob represents the 7"
Du Page County Commander to come out of Post 43. As you may
recall, in 2007 Wayne Fischer was installed as the County
Commander and before that it was Vern Blum in 1987 accepting the
role. Other members of Post 43 stepping up to County Commander
were Win G. Knoch in 1927, Leroy Rechenmacher in 1953,
Theodore Miller in 1958, and Daniel Simmons in 1969.

Bob served as our Post 43 Commander in 2007 and 2008 and was
also the Du Page County Sgt-at-Arms prior to going thru the County
Chairs as Jr. Vice and as Sr. Vice Commander and currently holds
the position of 11" District Finance Officer. Bob also serves as an Alternate Board Member
of the Du Page County Veterans Assistance Commission. Then in his spare time he actively
volunteers at Operation Support our Troops, Illinois and attends many of the Welcome Home
Ceremonies for our returning servicemen and women as a representative of our Post 43 and
The American Legion.

At present there are 15 Du Page County American Legion Posts with a combined
membership of about 3,200 Legionnaires. The County meetings that Bob will be overseeing
are held the second Wednesday of the month and rotate from Post to Post throughout the
year. The meeting schedule for these can be found in the calendar of events in upcoming
issues of Keeping Posted.

Members of Post 43 and Posts throughout the County are invited to attend this Special
Installation Ceremony on August 22 to welcome Bob as Du Page County Commander. If
you are planning to attend and to insure that we have planned properly on food, confirmed
reservations are required prior to AUGUST 18th and can be made by contacting Wayne
Fischer at 630-240-8868; or by email at wayne.l.fischer@gmail.com. We look forward to
seeing many of you there.
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VA to Change Claim Info Process

Carmen Guido

VetsFirst, a national veterans service organization that serves the needs of &
America's veterans with disabilities, and their families and survivors,
recently wrote a letter to U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric
K. Shinseki advising him that the VA must immediately change the way it @
provides notices and other information to claimants for VA benefits in order
to comply with the law. In response, the VA, in a letter from its General 8
Counsel, expressed its intention to partner with the American Council of the
Blind to determine the best ways of providing more accessible notice to VA claimants with
visual impairments and that it will study other federal agencies' best practices. VetsFirst was
joined by United Spinal Association, Vietnam Veterans of America and the Veterans Law
Section of the Federal Bar Association in its letter to Secretary Shinseki.

Number of Homeless Vets Drops

The number of Veterans homeless on a typical night dropped 18 percent as the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) entered the second year of its campaign to eliminate homelessness
among Veterans within five years according to a report by VA's Community Homeless
Assessment Local Education and Networking Groups (CHALENG). A recent VA study of
Veterans discharged from VA-funded residential rehabilitation and transitional housing
programs indicated that 79 percent remained housed one year after discharge. Information
about the CHALENG process and previous CHALENG reports about homelessness are
available at VA's Project CHALENGE

webpage at (http://wwwl.va.gov/HOMELESS/chaleng.asp) http://www1.va.gov/
HOMELESS/chaleng.asp. The 2009 report is projected to be published in spring 2010.

The 2010 Military Advantage

The Military Advantage is an easy-to-use benefits reference guide from Military.com -- the
most trusted name in the military community. The book unlocks the availability of every
benefit, whether active duty, Guard, reserve, veteran, military retiree or a family member, the

book has something for you. The Military Advantage, 2010 Edition includes
# new and updated information about major military and veteran benefits like the
5 new Post 9/11 GI Bill, 2010 Military Pay and Compensation, Expanded VA
* Health Care, TRICARE, and more. Found where fine books are sold.

2, ‘:Uh.q
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